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Scorpionfishes obtain their name from the numerous venom-
ous spines found on the dorsal, anal and pectoral fins.
Non-venomous spines are also found on the head, around
the cheeks, and on the opercle. Venom is produced by
glands located at the side of the spines, and is connected
to the spine fip via a venom duct. Severity of wounds
inflicted by the spines vary, depending on species, the
amount of venom injected, and the victim's (allergic)
reaction to the venom. The pain can range from “beesting”
sensation fo “unbelievable” agony, and in the case of the
stonefishes, even death. Treatment of mild injuries usually
involves immersing the injured part in water as hot as

the person can stand, while more severe cases should

be treated by a physician with knowledge of

such injuries.

Scorpionfishes, with over 300 species worldwide, range
from the temperate to fropical waters and at a variety of
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depths. Reproduction varies from laying of large gelatinous
balloons encasing the eggs to bearing live young. Found
mostly around reef and rocky areas, the patterns on their
body effectively camouflages them from both predators and
prey. They catch prey with a swift lunging movement,
combined with suction produced by the sudden opening of
their large mouths. This sucking action is truly astonishing,
resembling the effect of a sfrong vacuum cleaner. Two
groups of scorpionfishes are well known especially to
aquarists, namely the lionfi shes(Pterois sp.) and the
stonefishes (Synanceia sp.).
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