Amardg the differant conal
ipacios faund on the coral reaf,
the midshroom caral sfancs oul
besausa of its resemblence to an
owariurnad pnushreom cop, This
Sl is distinguishead fiom tha
othar fypas of coralk because of
its Linicua lite histary, Tha larsa of
the coral spends a shadt time
swirmrming bafora setiling on a
hard surfcce. It than 2tarts
sacreting o hard skeleton of
limestens and groees wvarfically,
prediscing o lubular shhuchee, A3
gronsih Sontinues, Tha o ."l“lr_:rgin
of tha tube sprecds cut and tewe
animal baging o aak like o
mushreom with a stalk and cop. As
It grones, the cop s eventually
dafached from the stal and [f
continues its life hing fres on tha
seabed, Sometmes, g mushroom
condl fheat i dving can preduce a
larga numices of lithle ‘mushreonms’.
Theze cres usualhy foured af ihe
pariphery of the dylng coral. If is
s il tha coral is giving one kast
shot ot penpetucting itzalf. A
rmushreom coral that is breken has
the Sl fo regenserate the
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